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took all my time to prevent myself applauding you from
the Peers3 Gallery. Well done, you."
Carson's haunting diffidence has been clearly shown in
the opening of this speech. He was generally growing to be
considered the future leader of the party. He knew this, and
the prospect held no allurements for him. He could not think
of himself as the supplanter of his beloved Arthur Balfour,
and he had no confidence in his abilities beyond the Irish
issue, to which he regarded himself as wedded. " If you go
on like this, Ned/' said Sir Thomas Comyn Platt, one of his
intimate friends and admirers, as the two walked down the
steps of the Carlton Club, " you'll be Prime Minister."
" How would I be Prime Minister ? " said this incurably
modest man, '* What would I ever know of foreign
affairs ? "
Yet, during any of these years, the leadership of the Tories
would have been his for the asking ; indeed, had it not been
for a combination of causes, personal to himself, it must have
fallen into his lap. Balfour5 s indecision on the Tariff issue,
his aloofness from the rank and file of the party, despite his
brilliant fencing in debate, was making bis retirement from
the leadership only a question of time ; and no one stood as
high in the party's esteem and regard as Sir Edward Carson.
There was not a man, save Balfour, of his intellectual quality
among the Tories. No one could attack in the House of
Commons as he could. In directness of character, singleness
of purpose, in contempt for the things of this world, he stood
alone ; he charmed all who knew him ; and the future was
to show that above all things he was a leader of men. In
October 1908 he was chosen by the Unionist Committee at
Aberdeen University to stand against the new Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Asquith, for the Lord Rectorship. The women
students, suffragettes all, supported him against Mr. Asquith,
" who imprisons British women rather than grant them the
measure of justice to which they are entitled." The Unionist
literature urged his election because " Carson is a brilliant
orator, and Asquith is a dull dog." Although he was defeated
by 434 votes to 370, the fact that he was selected to oppose
the Prime Minister in this classical annual contest shows the